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WELCOME

Old Fosterians’
Remembrance Service

During this term we have begun to feel that
school is returning to something closer to
normality and this has been such a relief to
staff and students!
It has been so good to see our wide range of
extra-curricular clubs and activities back in
action, and I am sure that this newsletter will
give you a real feeling for the busy-ness of
The Gryphon. We have a fantastic team of
staff who always go the extra mile to
provide a huge range of opportunities for
our young people as well as excellent
teaching.
as the Christmas Season approaches, we are
so pleased to be able to return to the
beautiful Sherborne abbey for our Carol
Service. The occasion is a very special
opportunity to remember the real heart of
Christmas – the arrival of a baby in
Bethlehem who, 2000 years later, still brings
us the Christian message of love and hope
for the future. Emmanuel, God with us,
forms the foundation for our Gryphon 10:10
core purpose of living life in all of its
fullness.

We were delighted to be able to welcome back representatives
of the Old Fosterians’ association for our annual Remembrance
Service this year. The address was given by Commander Ben
mcGreal, Rn, on the theme of the importance of remembrance.
Gryphon teacher, Steve Fox, played the last post and reveille
after the roll of honour had been read by Old Fosterian, mr Love.

Sadly at the end of november we said
goodbye, and a huge thank you, to Gary
Flynn who has been our Site manager for 8
years – we will miss his leadership and
organisational skills as well as his
determination to keep our campus in first
class condition, especially during the recent
“Covid times”. We wish him well in his
retirement.
I hope that you have a peaceful and joyful
Christmas and a very happy and healthy
2022.

Christmas
Shoebox appeal
Our annual Christmas shoebox appeal has now been completed
and we have been able to support FSCI (Foundation for Social
Change and Inclusion) in their Christmas appeal. The students
have either individually or within their forms brought in items
to fill a shoe box. These have now been collected and will go to
children in South East Europe who have been abandoned, are in
poor rural schools and kindergartens, women’s refuges,
prisoner’s children, refugees and Roma children living in
difficult conditions.
This may be the only gift these children receive, but it can
mean the world to them. The gifts for the boxes are simple
items that we probably take for granted here in the West,
however as we give in this way during this Season of Giving,
and as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, we are aware that
we will be spreading joy and love. Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

nicki Edwards - Headteacher

Have a truly blessed Christmas.
Harry and Yvonne (School Chaplains)

Headteacher, nicki Edwards, led the prayers and a reading from
St. John’s gospel reminding us all that “greater love has no one
than laying down their life for their friend”. Wreathes were
placed at the Roll of Honours boards by Co-Chairs of the School
Council - Isabel F-B and Joshua S - and Philip Dolbear from the
OFa.

Wellbeing

at the Gryphon School we’re supp
orting student
wellbeing. Students have been look
ing at diﬀerent types
of self-care and reﬂecting on wha
t works for them.
activities include ﬁnding things
you have in common
with others, stretching and breathin
g exercises, learning
something new and carrying out
acts of kindness. We’re
encouraging students to continue
to try diﬀerent
activities at home - why not try som
e as a family?

Students from The Gryphon School have put their hearts and
souls into the fantastic production of ‘Chicago’ this term.
Since auditioning back in September, the entire cast and crew
of ‘Chicago’ worked incredibly hard to ensure the production
is as show stopping and polished as possible.

Velma Kelly, compete for the spotlight and the headlines.
They finally join forces in search of the ‘american Dream’.

The cast includes approximately 70 students across Years 7 to
13, including Viktoria a as ‘Roxie Hart’, Josie W as ‘Velma’,
Finlay n as ‘Billy Flynn’, Elijah T as ‘amos’, Jasmine B as ‘mama
morton’ and Faith S as ‘mary Sunshine’.

Despite the current challenges, the show was performed
across four nights to audiences who were amazed by the level
of talent and professionalism performed by the students. The
show was an excellent example of Gryphon students’
outstanding performance skills, as well as teamwork to
ensure the production was a success. The standard of
performance was exceptional and I am extremely proud of
everyone involved.

The story is set in roaring twenties Chicago, where Roxie Hart
murders her lover as she tries walking out on her. Convicted
and sent to death row, Roxie and another ‘merry murderess’,

Holly Young, Head of Drama

For more tips and information abou
t looking after your
child’s mental health go to www
.nhs.uk/every-mindmatters/supporting-others/childr
ens-mental-health/
as a parent or carer, looking afte
r your own wellbeing is
also important and Every mind matt
ers enables you to
get tailored wellbeing support. use
the mind Plan to see
what works for you: https://www.n
hs.uk/every-mindmatters/mental-wellbeing-tips/y
our-mind-plan-quiz/

Young Writers
Flying
High
The Gryphon School Photography Department has a new
buzz about it with the introduction of a DJI mavic mini
drone. nigel White, Director of Photography at the
school said “We have been aware for some time that
many universities and employers are looking for skills
and awareness of drone use and now the technology is
more affordable we were able to purchase a drone
through the Gryphon School Foundation. We now have
two Year 11 students who have passed there Caa (Civil
aviation authority) drone courses and hold the licence
suitable for this model of drone and I am confident that
we will be able to train up many more drone pilots as a
part of the (photographic) course.

at present we have only been flying the drone within the
grounds of the school, but it is hoped that as students’
skills and confidence grows with using the equipment
that we can start to spread further afield with it. Drone
filming is now commonplace but the possibilities of its
use as a photographic medium are massive. Part of being
a photographer is about seeing everyday things from a
different angle or viewpoint, having the drone will now
add to our student’s repertoire of abilities and I am
excited to see how creative the students will get with it”.

“Young Writers” is an organisation that
encourages students of all ages to
develop as creative writers. They run
competitions in which students can
showcase their story and poetry writing
talent.
Towards the end of the last school year,
several students (in Years 7 and 9 at the
time) entered mini-sagas for the Crime
Scene Stories competition, “unsolved”.
mini-sagas are carefully crafted stories of no more than 100
words. You would think it would be easy to write such a short
story, but students had to think about every word they used to
make sure their piece had impact.
Students from The Gryphon were selected to have their work
published in the “unsolved” book along with students from
other schools around the country.
Well done to our writers: Jessica m, Tom m, Lauren Le P, Liam Q,
Ellie Le P, Paige F, Joshna J, Charlie E, alice m, ashley F, Ruby W,
Lillie-may L-C and alex W.
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Duke of
Edinburgh awards
Ben’s DofE
fundraising for
Secret World
Wildlife Rescue

The last six months have been the busiest
period for DofE expeditions due to the
pandemic. Our volunteers have worked
tirelessly to complete 2 Bronze, 4 Silver, and
4 Gold expeditions. all this hard work has
seen over 110 students complete their full
Bronze award, 70 the Silver award, 40 (so
far) the Gold award and nearly 300
receiving a ‘Certificate of achievement’ for
competing the three sections volunteering, physical and skills.
The highlight of any DofE programme must
be the Gold award. Gold at the Gryphon
normally takes place across (or between)
the Welsh mountains in Snowdonia which
was not possible this year. We still wanted
to make our Gold Expeditions special, so we
added a Welsh theme, with teams being
asked to literally fly the Welsh Flag across
‘Waleshire’ (Formally known as Wiltshire,
Somerset & Dorset). These expeditions
allowed students to see many local
landmarks including Westbury White Horse,
Battlesbury Castle, Shearwater & Heavens’
Gate in the Longleat Estate (no lions
thankfully), King alfred’s Tower and Cadbury
Castle.
Each day brought new Welsh challenges
with teams being asked to carry inflatable
leeks, saying ‘Bora Da’ to everyone they
met, learning to count from one to ten in
Welsh, and the longest place name in Wales

– Only Katie C managed it – but she is
Welsh! Evenings saw teams competing in
Welsh quizzes and sampling Welsh Rarebit,
Bara Brith and Welsh cakes thanks to mrs
Baxter. On the fourth day, the teams
realised mr Cooke really had lost the plot,
when whilst already carrying flags,
inflatable leeks and wearing face tattoos of
the Welsh flag, each team was given an
inflatable whale! (no - they were not
dolphins!). The fastest team also had to
carry a 6ft yellow banana – The Gryphon
equivalent of the Tour de France’s yellow
jersey. The idea was to slow the teams
down, but in fact it had the opposite affect
with teams racing to claim the coveted
yellow banana each night!
Whilst all this was going on, enrolments for
DofE 2022 were well underway with 89
signing up to Bronze (our highest numbers
from any year group so far), 57 to Silver and
34 to Gold. as things start to return to the
new normal, we are busy planning to return
to our old stomping grounds of Cranborne
Chase, the Purbeck Hills, the new Forest, the
Brecon Beacons and Snowdonia. Farewell
Waleshire - but perhaps we might see the
return of the Yellow Banana in 2022!
We will also see the return, hopefully, of the
Ten Tors Challenge in 2022. The army is
busy planning, and Gryphon students are

busy training to gain places in the teams.
The school has been allocated 5 teams this
year. 2022 will be an important year for the
event as it will be the 60th Ten Tors
Challenge (after two cancellations – it has
only been cancelled two other times) and
the 70th anniversary of the Dartmoor
national Park. The Gryphon School is
helping the army with its 60th anniversary
event by entering a team dressed in the
attire of team from the 1960s.

Ben m in Year 9 has been fundraising as part
of his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award. He
has been collecting donated items and
selling them at car boot sales, as well as
collecting donations from the local
community. The volunteering requirement
was to conduct at least one hour per week
for a total of three months (12 hours in
total). Ben managed to achieve a whopping
50.5 hours between July and October 2021.
Ben set up a Just Giving account and set an
initial fundraising target of £250, which he
later changed to £1000. after an appeal on
social media for items to sell, Ben spent time
collecting donations, sorting them, and
selling them to raise much needed funds.
Ben also handmade popular dog toys by
upcycling fleece blankets and created bags
of dog biscuits, hay, straw, and bird seed to
sell. He created several upcycled bird
feeders, using unwanted ceramic items, to
sell locally.
The final amount raised is awaiting
confirmation by Secret World Wildlife
Rescue due to several collection tins waiting
to be added up by the team. although the
final amount is yet to be revealed, as of
today the total on Ben’s Just giving account
is £1092.
But this isn’t the end, Ben has decided to
continue fundraising and being an advocate
for Secret World Wildlife Rescue. He has set
up a permanent information point and
collection tin in his local village café.
Ben successfully completed a Wildlife First
aid course during September, in a step
towards becoming a wildlife first responder
when he turns 18. During half term Ben met
with the fundraising manager and a team of
volunteer wildlife keepers. He spent some
quality time with the birds of prey and
resident wildlife, followed by a tour of the
newly built Wildlife Hospital at their East
Huntspill site. Secret World rewarded Ben
with a Hedgehog adoption to say thank you
for his sterling efforts in fundraising.
This Duke of Edinburgh challenge has
sparked an enthusiasm for fundraising and
for supporting our native species of wildlife
in Britain. Ben hopes to continue helping
animals in need, whilst also developing
community awareness of the charity and it’s
aims.

Rewilding The Gryphon continues
with Year 7 tree planting
Students have been busy planting 90 new trees across
the Gryphon site this term, in partnership with
Operation Future Hope. OFH is a not-for-profit
organisation, whose mission is to educate young people
about the urgent need for ecological restoration, and to
inspire them, and their families, to get involved in the
great work of rewilding the Earth by starting in their
school grounds.
The Gryphon has been working with Operation Future
Hope for a number of years now, and this term, OFH
founder, Lesley malpas, came into school to talk to Year
7 students about what they can do to get involved. In
their tutor groups, they then headed to the sports field
to get planting a diverse range of trees including
Blackthorn, Field maple, Rowan, Dogwood and
Hawthorn.
Here’s what some of the students had to say about the
activity:
“as pupils we look forward to coming back to look at our
trees. In five years time, when the trees have grown, we
can say we helped to plant them. It makes us proud that
we can say we have done our part for the planet”.
Ran W and Joel D, 7JPS
“When I was planting the trees, it made me feel like I
was really helping the environment. Even if it’s
something small it can make a huge difference”.
Pippa G 7JPS
“after successfully planting the trees, we had a feeling
of accomplishment and individually felt proud of what
we had done to help the planet in our own way. Overall,
this will encourage us to care for our treasured
environment for years to come, by remembering our
work”.
ava D and Sienna D 7JPS

COP26
Glasgow, Scotland has been hosting the
most important climate change conference
to date, COP26. Global ambition has been
increased with commitments to end
deforestation and cut methane emissions by
30% by 2030. more financial help has been
pledged to support vulnerable nations on
the frontline of rapidly changing climates
and the 1.5°C dream is being kept alive. at
The Gryphon School we are raising our
ambitions too. Eco anxiety is on the rise,
with students using words like ‘powerless’ to
describe their emotions on this issue. We
believe that education can help our students
to feel empowered by taking direct action
and learning how to be the change they wish
to see in the world.
While the world’s governments and
organisations were negotiating, we have had
COP26 negotiations happening in our Year 8
Geography lessons. Year 9 and Year 10 were
inspired by an assembly, which included
David attenborough’s address to COP26.
Year 8 had a specialist speaker on plastic
pollution and Year 7 had a talk by Operation
Future Hope, a local charity rewilding our
grounds. Some of them have even been tree
planting. Year 13 took part in an inter tutor
competition to come up with an Earthshot
idea for school. In addition, our Eco Club has
been revitalised and our students will now
be taking a lead to make our school a more
sustainable organisation. Students from any
year group can come along to GG4 for an
hour after school every Wednesday to take
part.

6.
Engineering
Competition
The first ever “Great Engineering
Competition” took place this first half-term
in the Languages Department. Thank you to
our young designers out there for wowing
and inspiring us with their creations. The
judges have voted for their favourite
entries… The winners are:
In 1st place, Ruby H with a model of the
London Eye. The design is made of metal, all
the pieces skillfully welded together, and
little people drawn in the capsules. There is
also a handle on the side to make the wheel
turn! most impressive!
In 2nd place, Eva F, with a model of the Great
Wall of China made of clay. The details are
quite intricate, and Eva painted her creation
to bring it to life. a fantastic item!
Thank you to our other two competitors, Jack
H and Kian P, for their Lego constructions
(the pyramid and the Sydney Opera House).

Gryphon School Sherborne Careers and
Degree apprenticeship Fair – Wednesday
26th January 2022 from 1.05 to 7.00pm –
Could you share your knowledge of a
career/employment area?
This year we are holding our 5th Careers and Degree
apprenticeship Fair as we work towards the future, after the
challenges of the pandemic.
Positively aimed at employers and businesses, this is a chance
to speak and explain about what you do, and your organisation’s
interests directly to young people (and their parents after
4.00pm). This is part of raising awareness of the myriad of
careers, businesses, and opportunities across our area.
as part of this work we are keen for parents who may be
interested in support of this opportunity to share knowledge
about their industry or career to our students. It might be you or
a family member works for a company that you feel could
support it. You might be self-employed and want to share your
experience of the area you work in.
We are booked out for accountants and lawyers, the armed
forces, local colleges and some universities, but would really
appreciate involvement from other sectors – I show some
examples below – but if you are not sure please contact me and
we can discuss this. In no particular order here are some
examples of career areas that may be of interest, but there may
well be many others!
You do not need to be looking to employ people, or indeed be
able to, rather we are looking for people who can talk about
their careers/employment area and share this knowledge with
our pupils and students.

Entries were received from Year 9 through to 12, with the
women featured coming from a wide range of ﬁelds, including
role models from: medicine, environmental science, nuclear
physics, and space exploration. The essays were read by several
members of the department, as well as mrs Edwards, who then
all came together to choose a winner. Emma T in 12HCC was
ultimately chosen for her essay outlining the ground-breaking
“Rocket Girls” who worked behind the scenes at the Jet
Propulsion Lab (JPL) in California, overcoming prejudice and
racism to propel themselves into the history books.

“The ‘Rocket Girls’ at JPL, have made some of the biggest
contributions to space exploration, science, and maths –
inspiring many young, females along the way. Without them,
many expeditions and studies would have been made
redundant and would not have been completed. Furthermore,
they were also exceptional pioneers, making necessary changes
for working practises for women in the workplace and
subsequently, changing the way society thinks about women in

Gryphon Sixth
Former aimee, has
been nominated
for a British
Canoeing Rising
Star award

• Creative Industries – advertising and marketing, architecture,
crafts, ﬁne art, graphic design, fashion and textiles, esports,
ﬁlm, TV production, video, radio, photography, IT, software,
computer services, publishing, music, performing arts and
dance.
• Engineering (systems, automotive, technical engineering and
manufacturing)
• Health and Social Care (nurses, carers, physiotherapists, allied
Health Professionals)
• Construction (Plumbing, Electrical work, Carpentry).
The Careers and Degree apprenticeship Fair has students from
Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 attending from 1.05 to 3.05pm and
then the 4.00 to 7.00pm slot is open to all young people and
parents/guardians/family members. You can see how it all
looked the last time we ran this fair at this link https://twitter.com/gryphonschool/status/1088046170507829
248
This will be run as a face-to-face event, but we are aware of the
Covid-19 concerns and will be actively monitoring the situation
and putting appropriate protections in place – further
information on this matter will be considered nearer the time
following Public Health England and Dorset Health
recommended advice for schools. There is no cost for you to
attend this event. Please contact Stephen martin, Careers Leader
on Stephen.martin@gryphon.dorset.sch.uk or 01935 810118 to
ﬁnd out more.

Women in STEm Writing Competition
International STEm Day was on the 8th of november, and this
year the Science Department marked the event by running a
writing competition open to students studying GCSE and a Level
STEm subjects. Students were given the title “The Contribution
of Women to STEm”, but otherwise were given free reign with
only a 2,500-word limit.

Sixth Form

You can
now foll
ow The
Gryphon
Sixth Fo
rm on In
stagram
@gryph
onsixthfo
rm

full time occupations or in an
authoritative position. For example,
they have transformed how maternity
leave is now seen as acceptable to
take oﬀ, thanks to Helen Ling’s
innovative thinking of creating a
scheme to allow women the time oﬀ,
whilst securing their jobs for when
they come back. Throughout their
work at JPL, these women have created a knock-on eﬀect of
encouraging other females and young girls to take on the more
‘masculine’ occupations, tearing down the societal gender
barriers; showing girls how they too can feel empowered by
choosing a STEm based career.”
Emma T 12HCC
as a department we are dedicated to inspiring all our students,
regardless of gender, to share our love for science and to
consider a future career in what is a massively varied and
rewarding ﬁeld. However, according to uCaS, only 35% of
students studying core STEm subjects at university are women,
and when broken down into further subcategories, only 19% of
student engineers are women. Events like STEm day and
International Day of Women and Girls in Science are really
important to help inspire our future astronauts, vaccine
developers, doctors, computer scientists and more.

Year 12 student aimee C is a canoe slalom
athlete and after gaining her instructor
award in april of this year, she has also
been coaching others in the sport.

Sixth Form
Open Evening

Enrichment
and speakers

Following last year’s online Open Evening
it was a privilege to be able to invite
students from Year 11 and surrounding
schools into The Gryphon Sixth Form on
the 3rd november. Rather than our usual
two presentations, to help with social
distancing there were five presentations
over the course of the evening, which
meant Quarr Hall never got too busy and
there was a steady flow of students and
parents around the school.

This year PSHRE has been built into our
extended tutor sessions and enrichment.
This means that students do not have to
miss lessons, and it makes good use of our
tutor time. This year we have already had
a variety of speakers either come into
school, or speak to us virtually through
microsoft Teams. as always the “Safe
Drive, Stay alive” presentation was a very
hard hitting afternoon, in which students
could take on board lifesaving advice. The
alcohol Education Trust put together a
very informative presentation for
students, which is massively important for
students at this age group so they can
learn how to be responsible with alcohol.
as always it is very important to ensure
that our students are fully informed
around political developments. after
working closely with SHaRES over the last
few years we were able to have a
presentation from Safe Passages, a sister
organisation that works with asylum
seekers and looks to ensure that they can
move safely.

Daniel B and Jessica C spoke extremely
eloquently about the school and how they
have enjoyed their time in the Sixth Form,
and all the Sixth form students, from
giving tours, to handing out prospectuses,
to helping in different subject areas were
superb ambassadors for the school.
We had a fantastic turnout with over 225
families coming in for the evening, from
all over north Dorset and South Somerset.
Our thanks go out to both the teachers
and students for their efforts in making
such an event possible, and it was
fantastic to have a proper in person Open
Evening. applications for the Sixth Form
are now open. Students from the Gryphon
need to follow the link that has been sent
to them by email and those joining us
from other schools can apply on the
Gryphon Sixth Form website.

We look forward to the future talks and
sessions that we have lined up as well.

COP26
Year 13 students have completed their
own Earth Shot Prize competition as we
focused on sustainability and the
environment during COP26. as a year
group they looked at the purpose of COP,
the need for change and what small
everyday changes we could be making in
order to make a difference. Each tutor
group then developed a proposal of ideas
that we could be doing in school to help
make a difference.
The ideas varied from a broader set of
recycling bins, car parking fees, planting
more trees on site, reusable cup schemes
in the canteen, to a more active attempt to
utilise online resources.
13LC also found a charity who were
collecting the single use plastics from
lateral flow testing kits to enable them to
be recycled which was quite the favourite
option with the students as it is a use we
can’t change quite yet. Our next steps are
to take their suggestions to the Sixth Form
and main School Council to share their
efforts and thoughts with the wider school
community and our senior leadership
team.

Her local club have nominated her for a
Rising Star award saying “aimee has been
coaching Slalom on monday evenings with
a big smile and positive attitude. On
Wednesday evenings aimee coaches the
beginner paddlers with equal positivity as
well as being hugely welcoming and
reassuring. Plus at the same time, aimee is
training hard in Slalom where she is now in
the premier division and competing
strongly. There are only ever positive
responses to any problem thrown at her
and she deals with all of them admirably
and nothing is too hard for her to deal
with”.
We look forward to hearing how aimee
gets on, and we’re sure she has an exciting
future ahead!
Katie, Chloe and Scarlett

PE

Year 7 Rugby
The Year 7 boys have really impressed with
their skills on the rugby pitch. Having the
beneﬁt of rugby in lessons and also
afterschool rugby club, the players attending
all worked really hard to earn their place on
the team. With such ﬁerce competition it
was great to see how quickly they all picked
up the game. With speed, agility and
strength all featuring heavily in their
performances, each and every player has
been superb in securing numerous wins for
the school. They not only worked hard
individually, but also for each other and this
was the diﬀerence between our team and a
lot of the other school teams. The boys
involved have already shown their natural
ability in certain positions and they will only
go from strength to strength in the future!
Year 11 Boys Rugby
The eagerness to get involved in rugby was,
like all year groups, very much evident with
our Year 11 boys. The group worked hard
together in training, leading up to a good
win in their ﬁrst game against local rivals
Sherborne Boys, with our dominance at the
breakdown prominent. Gillingham and
Gryphon matches are always highly
competitive, and a ding-dong match against
them followed, with Gryphon losing the
initiative and the lead with 5 minutes left on
the clock, as rare defensive errors let
Gillingham in. a very strong Thomas Hardye
team, featuring several Bath academy
players were next up. Despite our best
eﬀorts, Thomas Hardye ran away with this
one, but never did our boys give in, and all
put in a shift. a combined game with Year 10
taking on Blandford revealed limited
preparation time, with basic errors and
tactical shortcomings allowing Blandford the
win. Overall it’s been great to see the boys
in action, with the drive and tenacity of Kai B
the stand-out player, as well as the
development of Oliver S and Zak P who have
both excelled.

Year 11 Boys Football
The Year 11 footballers have been entered
into two cup competitions, the national Cup
and the Dorset Cup. In the ﬁrst of these, they
came up against a traditionally strong and
well-organised Thomas Hardye team. Such is
the talent within our Year 11 ranks, the boys
matched their counterparts with both skill
level and teamwork, and worked brilliantly
well together. unfortunately, they fell short
in the end, but should hold their heads high.
Their second ﬁxture, again a cup game, saw
them at home against Lytchett. Both sides
were incredibly evenly matched, and as the
match entered the ﬁnal 10 minutes the
scores were locked at 1-1. a free kick in a
dangerous position allowed Josh H to put
Gryphon ahead with a great ﬁnish, and the
boys managed to hold on. amongst many
excellent performances, Toby G produced a
masterclass of simple football and was
awarded man of the match. Roll on the next
round!
Sixth Form Boys Football
The Sixth Form football team had little
chance to gel as a team before their ﬁrst Cup
game against Taunton School, but despite
this the group delivered a solid
performance. Taunton School had played 5
or 6 games prior to this ﬁxture, and this was
evident in their play, eventually linking up
well to take control of the game. Credit
where it is due though, no-one let heads
drop and all worked hard throughout,
epitomised by talismanic captain Freddie HP. With their next game away at
Bournemouth School, another tough task
awaits, but the group enters the ﬁxture with
no fear.
Girls Football
What a term it has been so far for our female
footballers! The u13s had a great start to
their national Cup adventure but eventually
lost to a strong Tiverton side. With loads of
tournaments and a county cup competition
coming up, these girls will only get better!
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The u15s team have enjoyed even more
success and they now await a Round 5
national Cup ﬁxture and they are currently
in the top 64 in the country! a 7-0 win away
to abbeywood, Bristol was just one of the
highlights! Our u18s side came up against
millﬁeld in their ﬁrst round national Cup
ﬁxture and despite coming oﬀ second best,
loved the experience of playing on a high
quality pitch in front of a live YouTube
stream! With plenty more ﬁxtures coming
up, it promises to be another hugely
enjoyable and successful year for girls
football at The Gryphon! Keep your eyes
peeled for girls rugby results in the next
term!
Year 7 and 8 Hockey
The Year 7 and 8 hockey girls and boys have
had a fantastic start to the season, with lots
of numbers at training each week. With the
help of mr Copp and miss Jones, their skills
have developed quickly, and were put to the
test in a number of matches. We have all
been amazed by the student’s determination
and resilience to get back in to hockey, and
we look forward to seeing what the rest of
the year brings.
Year 9 Hockey
Getting back in to the hockey season has
certainly been a welcome return for Year 9.
The girls have returned with focus, passion
and skill which has been a pleasure to
watch. We started the season away to
Bucklers mead with a very strong team
performance that centred around playing
their positional role and keeping the ball
moving to keep the pressure on the
opposition. This proved to be eﬀective as
we ﬁnished with a 6-1 win. The conﬁdence
drawn from the ﬁrst game was very much
taken in to the next game away at Sexeys. a
well contested and nail biting game
remained 0-0 at half time and continued
throughout until the ﬁnal minute where
Sexeys got a sneaky goal oﬀ a quick break in
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their defensive end. It has been fantastic to
see the team back in action and I am looking
forward to seeing them continue to go from
strength to strength in the future.
KS3 and KS4 netball
although it is not strictly netball term, we
have had an amazing interest in netball club
this year. With up to 60 students attending
each week, we have been able to practice
the main skills and techniques needed to be
successful on court, as well as practice
playing in a variety of positions.
The students of Year 9, 10 and 11 have had
national School tournaments, where they
came across the best teams in Dorset and
the surrounding counties. They all gave
100% and made fantastic progress
throughout the tournaments, narrowly
missing out on progressing to the next level.
Sixth Form netball
The Sixth Form netball team have had a large
number of their ﬁxtures and tournaments
since September. Their ﬁrst round of games
were across the South West, playing in the
‘Sister n Sport’ competition, which is new to
us this year. They played some phenomenal
netball, making their way to the quarter
ﬁnals, narrowly missing out of the semiﬁnals, losing to millﬁeld 23-36. Their next
eﬀorts were in the England netball national
Schools Tournament, which started with the
north Dorset round. The girls showed
determination and resilience on a cold and
windy day to win all of their games and
make their way to the next round. On
another cold and wet day, the girls took to
the court against the best of the best
netballers in Dorset, winning 3 of their
games, again narrowly missing out on a
place in the semi-ﬁnals by 1 point! There are
still a number of games to be played by the
Sixth Form netball teams, so we look forward
to seeing what else they can achieve this
year!
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